
  



Series Introduction 

Colossae was located in the Lycus Valley in the south west of what is now Turkey. The gospel 

came to the area in about AD52-53, with Epaphras being mentioned as the one who brought 

the gospel to the city of Colossae. It is likely that Paul never visited Colossae. It is also likely 

that Paul and Epaphras were unable to visit Colossae to encourage them personally as by the 

time of this letter, both Paul and Epaphras were in prison. 

  

Colossae was a predominantly Gentile city with a reasonably sized Jewish population. Like 

many of the new churches in the region, the Colossian church was a mix of Jew and Gentile, 

slave and free. Not unexpectedly, this gave rise to differing views on matters such as keeping 

the Sabbath, observing Jewish holy days and purification rituals. It also appears that similar 

to the church in Corinth, the church in Colossae was impacted by a form of mysticism (called 

Gnosticism) which taught that to be ‘spiritual’ required the receiving of secret knowledge, 

either from ‘spiritual teachers’ or if you were really spiritual, directly from angels. 

  

Paul’s letter to the church points them back to the truth of who Jesus Christ is. Jesus is not 

another truth or philosophy: he is the truth. He is “the image of the invisible God, the firstborn 

over all creation. For in him all things were created.” 

  

Therefore spiritual life is not found in performing rituals, nor in receiving mystical 

enlightenment. It is only found by being in Christ. This is all of grace, the gift of God to us, 

which we are to receive by faith. And our response to this is thanksgiving, expressing itself in 

a life marked by freedom, holiness and above all, love. 

  

There are similarities between Colossae and living as Christians in our city today. Diversity 

gives rise to pluralism and truth is seen as relative. We hesitate to speak of the supremacy of 

Jesus over all other beliefs and philosophies either because of our fear of offending, or 

because we question whether he alone really is truth and life. So may this preaching series 

and studies strengthen your faith, and encourage you to live a life that is marked by freedom, 

holiness and love.  



Getting the most out of these studies 

Welcome to our study series though the book of Colossians. Paul’s letter to the church at 

Colossae is an exquisitely beautiful epistle that is well worth delving deeper into and exploring 

the implications for how we live out our faith in Christ today. So we are delighted that you 

have chosen to pick up these studies and pray they will be a blessing to you. 

These studies have been written to accompany the Parramatta Baptist Church sermon series 

through the book of Colossians, and to get the most out of them we encourage you to: 

 

Listen to the accompanying sermon  

The studies do stand on their own, but by engaging with the accompanying sermon 

beforehand you will be able to bring whatever you have already learned and felt God speak 

to you to the studies and discussion. Don’t forget that sermons are available to listen to online 

via the Parramatta Baptist Church website if you miss a Sunday.  

 

Get together with others 

The studies are designed with group discussion in mind, so get together with other believers 

to discuss, laugh, share, wrestle with the Scriptures and to pray for each other. You can, of 

course, use these studies for personal devotions and if that is how you use them then we still 

encourage you to share with someone what you have been learning and how you are feeling 

called to respond. 

 

Live it out 

James calls us clearly to be doers of the word, not just hearers so make sure you are 

responding in action to what you feel God is communicating through His Word. Each study 

ends with a ‘Respond This Week’ challenge, and the chance to share how you found that at 

the beginning of the following week. We encourage you to fully participate in this, as well as 

responding in whatever other ways you are feeling called to from the passage.  



 

 

 

 

Week One    Colossians 1:1-14 

Week Two   Colossians 1:15-23 

Week Three   Colossians 1:24-2:5 

Week Four   Colossians 2:6-23 

Week Five    Colossians 3:1-14 

Week Six   Colossians 3:15-4:1 

Week Seven   Colossians 4:2-18 

  



Colossians 1:1-14 

Welcome to our first week in our series through the book of Colossians! As we begin to read 

Colossians, take note of Paul’s genuine warmth towards the believers at Colossae and listen 

for how proud he is of the way they love and follow Jesus.  

 

Let’s dive in 

Read Colossians 1:1-14 aloud together.  Does anything immediately stand out to you?  Does 

anything in this passage particularly confuse, encourage or convict you? 

 

Thanksgiving for the Colossian believers 
What was the two-fold reason that caused Paul to thank God for the Colossians?  

 

Faith and love can be seen as mostly personal and internal, yet the Colossian believer’s faith 

and love was obvious enough for news to spread to Paul 

 How might the Colossian believers have been evidencing their faith (in Christ) and love 

(for each other) in lived-out, visible and tangible ways? 

 When you think of your own life and the life of our church, how do you see those two 

things being evidenced?  What impact can witnessing these qualities being lived-out 

have on those who see it? 

 

Paul points to the Colossian believers’ hope stored up in heaven as the catalyst for their 

amazing faith and their love for others (v5).   

 Why would that specifically cause ‘faith’ and ‘love’ to spring forth?   

 As you consider your own life, how many attitudes or behaviours are derived from 

your future hope in heaven?  What changes for you when you put your day to day life 

in the context of eternity? 

 

Verses 4-8 are a great little insight into the spread of the Gospel in the 1st century.  Paul’s 

obvious excitement about seeing individuals brought from death to life through the spread 

of the Gospel is so palpable it is almost contagious!  

 How do you see this same “Gospel-edge” or “missional mindset” evidenced in your 

own life?  What about in the life of our church?   

 
 
 



 
Prayer for the Colossian believers 
Paul declares that ‘since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you.  

We continually ask God to...’   

 Who or what in your life are you praying this way for? 

 

As you read Paul’s prayer1, discuss how important it has been for you to discern the will of 

God in your life (especially in the context of seeking to live for Christ). 

 

Paul elaborated on what living a life worthy of the Lord looks like in v10-12 (bearing fruit, 

growing knowledge, strengthened to endure, giving joyful thanks).  

 How have you seen evidence of those in your walk with God?   

 These four things are not an exhaustive list by any means, so what other things might 

you include as important for living a life worthy of the Lord? 

 

One of the misconceptions about Christian morality is that it flows from a duty, guilt or fear-

based rule observance. The reality is much more transformative and freeing - our lifestyles 

are a deeply grateful, joy-filled response for what God in Christ has done for us in rescuing, 

including, loving and redeeming us (v13-14). 

 How is that motivation so much more powerful and transformative than simply 

following religious rules because we have been told to? 

 

Respond this week: 
Over the next week, here are two simple ways to respond to this study: 

1) Pick someone whose faith, love and witness encourages you (as Paul was by the 

Colossians), then let that person know how thankful you are for them! 

2) Write a prayer to pray over yourself based on Colossians 1:9-12, and then pray it each 

day this week (we will share next week what impact it had).  

                                                           
1 This is how I read Paul’s prayer:  

- WHAT? that they would be filled with the knowledge of God’s will 

- HOW? Through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives (2011 NIV) 

- WHY? That they might live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way 

- WHAT DOES THAT LOOK LIKE? Bearing fruit, growing in the knowledge of God etc 



Colossians 1:15-23 

Welcome to our second week through the book of Colossians. The passage we look at this 

week is mega – such a beautifully constructed description of the supremacy of Jesus and the 

sufficiency of what he has done to reconcile us to God!   

 

Let’s dive in  

Last week the challenge set was to thank someone whose lived-out faith inspires you, and to 

pray a form of Colossians 1:9-12 over yourself each day. Share how you went. What was the 

impact for you from those two simple things? 

Read Colossians 1:15-23 aloud together.  Does anything immediately stand out to you?  Does 

anything in this passage particularly confuse, encourage or convict you? 

 

Jesus...kind of a big deal (vv15-20) 
Many people today see Jesus as a good man, a moral teacher or a mythical religious figure.  

These descriptions by themselves fall hopelessly short of who Jesus really is. 

 How would you answer someone who asked “who is Jesus to you?” 

 

As the ‘image of God,’ Jesus is God’s exact representation (cf Heb 1:3).  In every way that God 

is God, Jesus’ being exactly (fully/perfectly) represents God’s being.  

 How does Jesus’ own teaching back up that claim?  

(see John 5:16-23; 8:53-59; 12:49-50; 14:6-11; 16:25-28 for some clues) 

 What evidence of Christ’s deity do you see in the Gospel records of his life? 

 

Jesus is credited here as being the creator and sustainer of all things (v16-17). How does this 

help us more fully appreciate the astounding humility of Jesus in becoming flesh and dying 

on the cross (Philippians 2:6-8)? 

 

Theologically, Jesus is the head of the church (thank goodness!!), but how should Jesus’ 

headship work out practically in the week to week life of a local church? 

 

These verses point us towards the absolute supremacy of Jesus.  To put that another way: 

Jesus is to be before all things and above all things.  

 How are you currently being challenged to put Jesus before all things and above all 

things in your life (be they thoughts, priorities, behaviours or relationships)? 



 
Jesus’ work...kind of a big deal (vv21-23) 
As with many New Testament passages, Colossians 1:21-23 depicts a three-fold description 

of the work of the Gospel in a believer’s life.  There is: 

- A past sinful “old-self” that is recognised (‘once you were’),  

- A present redeemed reality based on Christ’s work (‘but now he has’), 

- An ongoing responsibility for the believer (‘if you continue in your faith’).   

Take turns in sharing your own 30 second testimony using this past-present-ongoing model 

as a way of explaining the Gospel. 

 

How do you understand what Paul is teaching when he writes that we will be presented 

without blemish and free from accusation ‘if’ we continue in our faith? 

 

At times our faith might be challenged by others or by experiences; we might wrestle with 

doubts and find hope hard to lay hold of.  

 What practical steps can we take to encourage one another to continue in our faith, 

established and firm, not moving from the hope found in the Gospel? 

 

Respond this week 
Find an opportunity this week to share your 30 second past-present-ongoing testimony with 

someone. 

In moments this week when you are aware of your breathing, or the sun on your face or when 

you find yourself looking at a part of creation, make sure you stop…and pause to marvel that 

Jesus created and sustains all of this! All of this is from Him and for Him. Then praise Him and 

thank Him for your life, our world and His love.   



Colossians 1:24 – 2:5  

Welcome to our third week through the book of Colossians. We know that Paul was an 

incredibly hard working individual, pouring his life out (2 Tim 4:6) and being prepared to make 

sacrifices for the sake of the Gospel.  In this passage we see that again about Paul as he shared 

some of his ministry heart and his goals for the church.  

 

Let’s dive in  

How did you go taking up last week’s challenge to be more mindful that everything was 

created by and is sustained by Jesus? Did you take up the chance to share a snapshot 

testimony with someone? How did those things encourage you in your walk with God? 

Read Colossians 1:24-2:5 together.  Does anything immediately stand out to you?  Does 

anything in this passage particularly confuse, encourage or convict you? 

 

Paul’s suffering and strenuous contending  
What is the hardest you have ever worked for something in your life? What was your 

motivation? Do you feel it was worth it? 

 

In verse 29 Paul says he strenuously contends with all the energy that Christ so powerfully 

works in him, and contends for those he has never even met (2:1)! 

 What was it that motivated Paul to work so hard? Do you think he got to the end of 

his life and felt that it was worth it? 

 When you think of your own response to the Gospel, what specific Kingdom agenda 

are you currently feeling called to pour your energy into? 

 

Paul worked hard as a servant commissioned to proclaim a certain mystery (‘mystery’ refers 

to a truth previously unknown but now revealed by God).  Read Colossians 1:25-27 and 2:2-

3, as well as Romans 16:25-27 and Ephesians 3:2-9.   

 In your own words describe what is this mystery revealed by God?  

 

Paul’s labouring did not come without considerable personal cost, yet he did not neglect his 

calling in order to avoid or minimise suffering. Instead Paul seemed to take suffering in his 

stride (even rejoicing in it at times) as a normal cost of following Jesus.  Look up 2 Timothy 

1:7-12, 2 Corinthians 1:3-5, 1 Peter 4:12-19.   

 



 

 How do these verses help us understand how Paul can accept and even rejoice in his 

sufferings for the church in Colossians 1:242? 

 

Paul’s goals for the church 
We get an insight into Paul when he states that his goal in proclaiming and admonishing is to 

presenting everyone fully mature in Christ (v28). 

 What are some things a ‘fully mature’ person in Christ should display?  

 How could we help develop ourselves and others towards this goal? 

 

Another of Paul’s expressed goals is for the Colossian believers to be encouraged in heart and 

united in love (v2).  

 How do these help the Colossians in coming to a full Gospel understanding?  

 

Respond this week 
Find a quiet time between now and next study to reflect on this passage by using some of 

Paul’s goals for the Colossian believers as a personal spiritual check-up:  

- How is your growth towards maturity in Christ going? Is there anything you can identify 

that is particularly frustrating that growth at the moment? 

- How is the state of your heart about matters of faith – is your heart feeling super 

encouraged, tracking okay, apathetic, or discouraged at the moment? 

- How are you currently feeling, experiencing and expressing loving unity with other 

believers? 

- How has the spiritual fruit of self-discipline being growing in you recently?   

- How firm are you standing in your faith at the moment? 

Pastoral Reminder: this exercise is not about a Christian scorecard or trying to earn God’s 

love. It is simply a tool for self-reflection that allows God to speak into our lives. We want to 

draw closer to Him and continue to be transformed into the people He calls us to be.  So 

consider: what is God saying to you in all of this?   

                                                           
2 This second part of this verse is one of the hardest to interpret in Colossians, but broadly has to do with 
Paul’s unity with Christ found in his sufferings for Christ. 



Colossians 2:6–23 

Welcome to our fourth week through the book of Colossians. In this passage Paul powerfully 

restates the sufficiency of Jesus and his atoning work, and encourages his readers to continue 

in their faith and in their new life in Christ, free from anything other than Christ. 

 

Let’s dive in  

How did you go taking up last week’s spiritual check-up challenge? What did you feel God 

speak to you through that time of self-reflection? 

Read Colossians 2:6-15 aloud together.  Does anything immediately stand out to you?  Does 

anything in this passage particularly confuse, encourage or convict you? 

 

Continuing in faith (v6-10) 
Paul delighted in the firmness of the Colossian believers’ faith in Christ (v5) and so urged them 

to continue to live this out just as they had received Christ   

 As you have continued to live your life in Christ, what have been some of the ways you 

have seen your faith deepen and your discipleship grow? 

 What are some of the things you have found particularly helpful to strengthen you in 

your faith over the years (v7)? 

 

‘Overflowing with thankfulness’ (v7) is a beautiful image of such an abundance of 

thankfulness that it cannot be contained but overflows everywhere  

 What are some reasons Christians have that cause such thankfulness? 

 Is this your current experience of the Christian walk?   

 Christians at times can (sadly) lose this sense of overwhelming gratitude for what 

Christ has done.  If this happens, how can such thankfulness be recaptured again? 

 

Continuing in faith includes being resistant to falsehood and remaining true to biblical 

orthodoxy (v8).  One of the central beliefs we hold to be true is that ‘in Christ all the fullness 

of the Deity lives in bodily form’ (v9) 

 Why is this understanding of Jesus so important for the Christian believer? 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Continuing in new life (v11-15) 
When we come to faith in Christ we are powerfully separated from our old ways.  Consider 

Paul’s statement ‘your whole self ruled by the flesh was put off.’   

 How should we be experiencing and continuing to live that out in our daily Christian 

walk? 

 

The call for believers is also to continue in both the forgiveness of sin and freedom from sin, 

fully confident in the absolute sufficiency of Christ’s work on the cross.    

 What would be your advice to a Christian who doesn’t ‘feel forgiven’ or who has 

remaining guilt or shame over past sins they have already repented of? 

 

Continuing in freedom (v16-23) 
Read Colossians 2:16-23. Our new life in Christ is not to have extra human regulations or 

extra-biblical requirements imposed upon it. Having encouraged the Colossian believers to 

continue in their faith and in their new life in Christ, Paul urges them to continue to live their 

life in Christ in freedom. Freedom from legalistic rituals (v16-17), freedom from false forms 

of worship (v18-19) and freedom from legalistic asceticism (v20-23). His conclusion is the 

same as many of our experiences – that these human-made rules and extra-biblical 

requirements do not work in bringing genuine transformation anyway (v23). 

 Freedom in Christ does not mean freedom to do whatever we want, and there are a 

whole bunch of habits, events and outer forms of worship that are very helpful in living 

out our life in Christ.  So when and how do good ‘religious’ things become harmful 

legalistic things? 

 

Respond this week 
We have looked at Paul’s encouragement to continue in our faith, continue in our new life in 

Christ and to do so in freedom. So this week’s response is simple: intentionally continue in 

your faith and continue growing in your new life with Christ.  



Colossians 3:1–14 

Welcome to our fifth week through the book of Colossians.  Paul reminds us here of the great 

shift that happens in our lives when we are united with Christ.  Paul is comprehensive; he 

covers our hearts, our minds and our behaviours. 

 

Let’s dive in  

How did you go with last week’s challenge to continue growing in your faith and new life in 

Christ? Were there ways you felt God growing you over the past week? 

Read Colossians 3:1-14 aloud together.  Does anything immediately stand out to you?  Does 

anything in this passage particularly confuse, encourage or convict you? 

 

Setting hearts and minds above (v1-4) 
Our minds and our hearts influence us profoundly, determining how we live and relate to 

others. What our hearts desire and what our minds fixate upon are often what we end up 

prioritising and pursuing.  So Paul wisely urges the Colossians believers to make sure that 

their hearts and minds are set on the right things. 

 What does Paul mean when he speaks of ‘set your mind on things above’? 

 How do the ‘things above’ contrast with ‘earthly things’ (v2)?  Give some examples of 

the two, and how they might differ. 

 Why is it important that Paul mentions both our hearts and our minds here?  

 

In the midst of our busy pressure-filled lives it can be easier said than done to keep our 

affection and focus on things above.   

 What practices or habits have you found helpful to keep your mind set on things above 

in the everyday?  What happens for you when you do these? 

 And your heart: how do you keep your affections set on the things of God? 

 What are some of the earthly things for you which can be real stumbling block to 

practicing the above? 

 

Therefore: some stuff has to go (v5-11) 
Having been raised with Christ, we are called to ‘therefore’ put to death anything that belongs 

to our earthly nature. That’s strong language! Not just see those things as bad or avoid them 

where possible, not merely wound them but put them to death!   

 



 

 How do we actually go about this? How have you proactively and intentionally sought 

to put those old-self sinful practices to death? 

 Does anything in these lists jump out at you as something you still need to put to 

death? 

 

One thing in this list is greed which is defined as an intense and selfish desire for something, 

especially wealth, power or food.   

 How comfortable are you that greed is listed, and is singled out as idolatry?   

 Do you think greed has become one of the more acceptable sins?  How do we as 

Christians put greed to death (which is what we are called to do)? 

 

Therefore: there’s some new clothing to wear (v12-14) 
Since we have put on the new self we are now part of a new community in Christ (that is 

without the world’s distinctions v10-11), and this new community is to be characterised by a 

beautiful list of character traits: compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience, 

forbearance, forgiveness and love.   

 Can you share a time where you saw or were on the receiving end of this kind of 

Christian attitude and behaviour?   

 Is there one of those virtues that you feel you particularly desire to grow in? 

 What happens to the sins of v5 and v8 when we are pursuing and growing in the virtues 

listed in v12-14? 

 

How does love function as a virtue that ties all other Christian virtues together?   

 

Respond this week 
Paul uses the imagery of clothing ourselves with these Christian virtues. Each day we 

deliberately put on clothing, choosing how we will present ourselves to the world. Choose 

one of the virtues listed in v12 and then each morning this week as you are getting dressed, 

also pray for God’s help to live that day as a person characterised by <insert chosen virtue 

here>. Be conscious of it throughout the day and seek to be characterised by that virtue in 

your dealings with others.  



Colossians 3:15 – 4:1  

Welcome to our second last week through the book of Colossians.  This week Paul encourages 

us to allow Christ’s peace to rule in our hearts, for Christ’s message to dwell richly among us 

and for Christ’s glory to be our paramount concern.  

 

Let’s dive in  

How did you go with last week’s challenge? Which virtue did you choose and how was your 

experience of deliberately seeking to embody that throughout the day? 

Read Colossians 3:15-4:1 together.  Does anything immediately stand out to you?  Does 

anything in this passage particularly confuse, encourage or convict you? 

 

Christ’s peace: ruling in hearts (v15) 
Share an example of a time or situation in your life where knowing Jesus brought you peace 

when you otherwise would have been anxious, fearful or in conflict? 

 

Read John 14:27 and 16:33; Acts 10:36, Romans 5:1-2 and Colossians 1:19-20. 

 How do these verses give us a fuller understanding of the peace of Christ? 

 How would you explain to a not-yet-believer what this peace is that Christ brings to 

our world and to our lives? 

 

The word ‘rule’ used here literally means to ‘function like an umpire’.   

 How does that work? How do we allow the peace that Christ produces in our hearts to 

‘function like an umpire’ in our choices? What about in our experience of life, 

discerning of right & wrong, or any strained relationships? 

 

Peace with other believers is so vital given that we are all ‘members of one body’. Cross 

reference this with Romans 12:18, 14:19, and 2 Corinthians 13:11.  

  To what lengths should we go to ensure peace with others?  

 

Christ’s message: dwelling among us (v16) 
How would you sum up and communicate what the ‘message of Christ’ is? 

 

How does one allow the message of Christ to ‘dwell among you richly’?   

 



 

How do you think a proper understanding of the Gospel can catalyse, direct and motivate 

discipleship and ministry within the life of a local church? 

 

Notice that the instruction to teach and admonish one another is not directed at pastors or 

church leaders, but towards the whole church.   

 How are you preparing yourself to teach and admonish others?   

 Whose life are you sowing into at the moment? 

 

What do you understand the psalms, hymns and songs from the Spirit to be?  What is their 

connection to having gratitude in our hearts? 

 

Christ’s glory: our paramount concern (3:17 – 4:1) 
Colossians 3:17 is a wonderful overarching guide for our Christian lives, and naturally should 

find expression in all our main relationships (be they husband-wife, parent-child, or slave-

master3) 

 In your main relationships (be they at work, home, church or friendships) how are you 

desiring to live to live out Colossians 3:17? 

 

Respond this week 
Paul calls believers to be thankful (v15), have gratitude in our hearts (v16) and to give thanks 

to God (v17). So this week’s challenge is to cultivate the discipline of gratitude in our lives at 

key moments in our week, so: 

When you find yourself: Then: 

Enjoying one of God’s good gifts   Pray a simple prayer of thanks 

Coveting or desiring something that you 
don’t have  

Stop to be thankful for something you 
already have 

Being frustrated or annoyed at someone Stop to think of something about that 
person for which you are thankful for  

Praying about things going on in your life Also pray thanks to God for His grace 
and mercy shown to us in Jesus, and 
for our new life in Him 

  

                                                           
3 Paul’s instructions to slaves and masters was not an endorsement of slavery. Slavery was a cultural accepted 
practise in the first century, and Paul sought to address how someone in that setting (be they master or slave) 
should live in a manner that brought glory to Christ. 



Colossians 4:2–18   

Welcome to our final week through the book of Colossians.  In this passage Paul again 

demonstrates his passion for the Gospel of Jesus to spread.  In a short few verses he 

challenges his readers to consider how much their prayer life, actions and conversations are 

in line with the Christian commitment to share the good news of Jesus. Paul then finishes his 

letter in a highly relational way. 

 

Let’s dive in  

What was your experiencing with last week’s cultivating gratitude challenge?   

Read Colossians 4:2-18 aloud together.  Does anything immediately stand out to you?  Does 

anything in this passage particularly confuse, encourage or convict you? 

 

Inner life of prayer (v2-4) 
Paul’s encouragement is for the Colossian believers to ‘devote themselves’ to prayer.  The 

implication is that prayer is something which does not always come easily or naturally, but is 

a practice we commit ourselves to in an ongoing way. 

 What are some habits, resources or ways of practicing prayer that you have found 

helpful in becoming increasingly devoted to prayer?    

 

Paul is writing from prison (where he is for sharing the Gospel), yet his prayer request is for 

more opportunities to share the Gospel and to proclaim it clearly!  

 How does Paul’s example inspire you to be more content in your current 

circumstances as well as being more committed to Christ’s mission? 

 Who are you praying for to have more opportunities to share the Gospel with?  

 

Outer life of witness (v5-6) 
Paul knew that effective witness is so much more than communicating the Gospel clearly with 

words. So he urged the Colossian believers to consider their actions, interactions and the 

‘tone’ with which they spoke to those not yet of the faith 

 What are some ‘wise’ ways we can act towards not-yet-believers?   

 What is an example of an opportunity that we should ‘make the most of’? 

 

 



 

Even among Christian community, our conversations can drift towards worldly things and 

become devoid of any kind of Christian distinctiveness.    

 Has that sometimes been your experience? If so, why do you think that is?   

 What would it look like for our conversations to always have a God-honouring quality 

(which would not only be more edifying for each other but may also give rise to 

opportunities with outsiders)? 

 

Importance of Christian relationships  
Paul had an eclectic bunch of close friends listed here. They included a doctor (Luke), a pastor 

(Epaphras), a fugitive (Onesimus), a woman (Nympha), and people from both Jewish 

(Aristarchus, Mark, Justus) and Gentile backgrounds (Epaphras, Luke, Demas). 

 How does the Gospel and Gospel work bring people together in way that would not 

normally happen in our world? 

 

Paul mentions 10 people by name in this passage as well as clearly having a heart for the 

wider faith community at Colossae and Laodicea.  Paul’s bond with these individuals wasn’t 

simply one of getting on well together, but of a deep abiding friendship forged in the context 

of being on mission and in ministry together. 

 Why does involvement in a ministry or mission opportunity seem to cause strong 

bonds of friendship between people? Has this been your experience? 

 How important have Christian friendships been in your life? 

 In what ways could you be deliberately investing in your Christian friends’ lives in such 

a way that will spur them on to live out their Christian calling? 

 

Respond this week 
Every day this week pray for opportunities (then be on the lookout for them) to share 

something of the goodness of God in your life with those don’t yet know Him. 

Also, since we’re at the final study, if there was a challenge throughout the series that you 

didn’t quite get to then go back, re-read the accompanying passage and give that challenge 

a go too.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks for being a part of our journey through the book of 

Colossians. We pray you have been encouraged and built up in 

your faith as we have lifted up Jesus as Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       


