
  



 

Thank you for taking a booklet and being willing to engage with our series ‘Will 

I love my community?’  This is the third in a series of intensives we have worked 

through as a church this year, each designed to help us learn to live and love like 

Jesus. As his disciples we want to walk in the way of love just as he did (Ephesians 

5:1-2).  

This booklet is designed to be the perfect companion to our series; a resource 

to help each of us embrace the truths we will look at together. By God’s grace 

and the work of the Holy Spirit may we each see deeper transformation in our 

lives over the next six weeks. 

 
 

      Will I love my community? 

Week 1:     Learning to love distinctively 

Week 2:     Learning to love the body  

Week 3:     Learning to love my neighbour 

Week 4:     Learning to love unselfishly 

Week 5:     Learning to love generously 

Week 6:     Learning to love missionally 

 

All throughout the series we are asking every one of us to engage in two simple 

practices every day; practices that will help shape us into a Jesus-way of loving. 

These are found on the next page  

  



 

DAILY PRAYERS 

Each day throughout our series we encourage you to pray three simple prayers; 

one in the morning, one during the day and one in the evening.  You can link 

each prayer with an activity (like eating breakfast, or driving to work) or set an 

alarm on your phone to help remind you to pray. 

 

Morning Prayer 

Heavenly Father, help me live out my desire to love like Jesus today. Soften my 

heart to the people I’ll meet and lead me to love them as Jesus would have me 

love them.  

 

Midday Prayer 

Heavenly Father, thank you that I am eternally loved by you. Please help that 

truth to continue shaping how I see and respond to those around me this day. 

 

Evening Prayer 

Heavenly Father, thank you for the people I’ve seen today and the opportunities 

I’ve had to love them. I pray for them (by name) that each may experience your 

great love for them and come to know you more.  

 

 

AS OPPORTUNITY COMES 

The second simple practice is to cultivate an awareness of:   

           * opportunities to meaningfully connect with another person 

              (might be as simple as asking a question, listening, making eye contact) 

           * opportunities to respond in love towards another person  

              (might be with a loving word, a loving action or a prayer for them) 

With that awareness, then choose to act on those opportunities as they come.  

 



Discussion Q’s             Learning to love distinctively 

Welcome to the first small group discussion for out final intensive series for 

2018: ‘Will I love my community?’  We begin by looking at what it means to live 

a life of love that is distinctively shaped by our walk with Jesus. 

 

Growing Together 

Each week throughout the series we’ll begin by sharing how we have been 

growing in love and sensing God’s voice in the past week. One of those ways will 

be through the simple daily prayers everyone is encouraged to pray during our 

series. 

 What impact do you anticipate that praying those might make in your 

day? 

 

 

 Coming out of Steve’s message on Sunday, what do you feel resolved to 

put into practice about ‘loving distinctively’? 

 

 
 

Shaped by Jesus: the distinctive way of love 
The Scriptures speak of us (God’s people) being a distinctive people; a 

community who are and who live differently because of our relationship to God. 

Jesus uses images like salt and light to describe this, labelling us “not of the 

world”. He teaches and models what it means to love others in a radically 

counter-cultural way, and expects that we will be known as His disciples by the 

way we love. 

 What excites you most about living a life of love shaped by our 

relationship with Jesus? 

 

 

 Who in your life do you look up to as someone who is a great example of 

living this way?  What is it about the way they live that inspires you? 



 

Obviously Christians are not the only ones who can be loving, kind, 

compassionate and generous towards others.  Read together 1 John 4:7-19. 

 What is it about Christian love that is distinctive?  

 

 

 How does experiencing God’s love toward us change us and shape the 

way we love others? 

 

 
 

It is hard to downplay the significance of love within the Christian life. In 

Matthew 22:37-40 Jesus highlights loving God and others as the greatest 

commandments. In 1 Corinthians 13:1-3 Paul writes without love ‘I am nothing’, 

and a few chapters later will give the guiding principle to ‘do everything in love’ 

(1 Corinthians 16:14). 

 What are some ways that you have endeavoured to live a Jesus-shaped 

life of love this year? 

 

 
 

Addressing our inner resistance 
Jesus-followers are called into a beautifully distinctive way of love. It causes non-

Christians to proclaim “I like your Christ!”, and yet that can be followed by some 

version of ‘but I do not like your Christians. Your Christians are so unlike your 

Christ’ (Gandhi). 

 Why do you think there is a disconnect between the life of Jesus and the 

observable life of Christians in this area? 

 

 
 

 



 

For many of us, we know the life of love we are called to in Scripture and in the 

life, teachings and example of Jesus. We know the parables, the stories of the 

early church and the verses on how to love others. Identifying what it is within 

us that resists living this way is important for us in learning to live the way of 

love.  

 Are you able to identify and articulate some of the things within you that 

resists living the way of love that Jesus calls us to?  What are they? 

 

 
 

Choosing to live: the distinctive way of love 
Ephesians 5:1 calls us to ‘walk in the way of love’ following the example of God. 

We can discuss that at great length, but what we really need to do is to live it! 

Use the remainder of the small group time to engage with one of the following 

exercises (or both if time permits). 

 

Exercise: knowing what we’re aiming for 

‘Love’ can be a fairly vague concept at times. Based on the life and teachings of 

Jesus, imagine an authentic follower of Jesus who is living out a distinctively 

Christian life of love. Break into smaller groups and brainstorm: 

- How would that person actually live? (be specific). For example: 

o How would that person treat those closest to them? 

o Who, how & for what would that person pray? 

o How would that person respond to criticism? Opposition? Hurtful 

behaviours or words from others? 

o Would that person be proactive and take initiative in loving others, 

or would they only demonstrate love when invited to? 

 

- As you brainstorm what such a person would look like, take note of any 

specific ways you feel God calling you to live that out in this coming week. 

Share with each other what that is and why. 



  

Exercise: choosing love in a real life issue 

God’s presence accompanies us into every situation and interaction we have in 

our daily lives. Being filled with His Holy Spirit means there are usually plenty of 

specific ways that God is prompting us to live out this Jesus-shaped way of love. 

- Reflect: Has the Spirit been prompting you to love in a certain way toward 

a specific person or group of people that you currently are unwilling to act 

on?  

 

- Consider: What would happen if you yielded to the leading of the Holy 

Spirit in that instance?  

 

- Pray: for God’s enabling to help you learn to love like Jesus in that situation 

 

- Share: that with one other person here for accountability.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Memory Verse: 

Ephesians 5:1-2 ‘Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children and 

walk in the way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a 

fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.’    



Discussion Q’s            Learning to love the Body 

Welcome to week 2 of ‘Will I love my community?’ This week we look at how the 

Jesus-shaped way of love is expressed within the church community. 

 

Growing Together 

As we begin, let’s touch base on how we have been growing in the past week.  

 How have you been going with the daily prayers? Has praying them 

shifted anything for you in the way you go through your day? 

 

 

 What do you feel resolved to put into practice coming out of Kathy’s 

message on Sunday? 

 

 
 

Shaped by Jesus: a community built on love 
When the New Testament speaks about church it speaks of a radically inclusive, 

Christ-centred community on mission where everyone loves, belongs, grows, 

supports and has an indispensable role to play. 

Read together Romans 12:3-12. 

 Do you find it easy or hard to have this kind of perspective on church?  

 

 

 How do you understand the way that God has shaped you (with your 

unique personality, strengths, experience, passion and spiritual gifts mix)? 

 

 

 Describe your greatest joy in using your gifts and service to build up the 

church. 

 



 
 

In any given community of two or more people, the attitudes (and associated 

behaviours) of the individuals will shape the experience and culture of that 

community. 

 How have you seen the attitudes and behaviours of others (for better or 

for worse) shape the culture and experience of other groups you have 

been involved in (eg: friendship groups, sports team, workplaces, a dinner 

party etc)? 

 

 

 From Romans 12, list some attitudes we are called to embrace in the way 

we see and interact with each other as a faith community. 

 

 
 

Addressing our inner resistance 
Fully belonging, participating and investing into a local church family is 

profoundly rewarding and deeply meaningful. There are times though, where 

we can hit some inner barriers that keep us from fully participating in the life of 

the church as God intended. 

What effect would the following attitudes have on a church community? 

- Insecurity (“I don’t feel that I have anything of value to contribute”) 

 

- Consumer mentality (“what can this church do to meet my needs?”) 

 

- Comfort (“I have my close group of Christian friends, so I don’t need to 

include others”, “there are other people who can do that”) 

 

- Past hurts (“I’m scared to invest in relationship again for fear of being 

burned”, “I tried once and it didn’t go well”) 

 

 



 

When you think of your own current experience at PBC, is there anything that 

holds you back from fully participating in the life of our faith community?  

 

 
 

Choosing to live: as a community built on love 
The vision for church community set forth in the New Testament is compelling, 

and we desire to see that vision fulfilled in the life of PBC. 

Spend the remaining time together engaging with one of the following exercises 

(or both if time permits).  

 

Exercise: affirming each other’s role in the body 

Take a moment to consider the following questions in relation to your small 

group. Then spend some time together speaking your answers over each other. 

- What do you value about them and what do you value about having 

them as a part of your faith community? 

 

- What gifts, strengths, abilities and roles do you see in them and the role 

they can play in the life of our church and broader world? 

 

 
 

Exercise: identifying how to contribute to a growing sense of community  

There are so many practical ways we can actively work to deepen community. 

Consider the following questions (either as a group, or individually) and be open 

to how the Holy Spirit might prompt you to respond in the coming weeks. 

- Who is someone new to church or who seems a bit on the outer? What 

could you do to help them feel included? 

 

- Who is carrying a big load in life or in ministry that you could help take 

some of the pressure off? 



 

- Who could you invite along the next time you do something with friends? 

 

- Who is someone you could thank? Encourage? Pray for?  

 

- Who is someone you could sit with during a church service? 

 

- Which younger person could you intentionally invest in? 

 

- What regular activity (eg: walk, Saturday brunch) could you invite 

someone from church to join you for that you wouldn’t normally? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Memory Verse: 

Romans 12:4-5 For just as each of us has one body with many members, and 

these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we, though many, 

form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.  



Discussion Q’s         Learning to love my neighbour 

Welcome to week three of ‘Will I love my community?’ The Jesus-shaped way of 

love that we are called into is not just for ourselves as a church family – it must 

find expression towards those outside the church. 

 

Growing Together 

From the past week: 

 Share how you acted, thought, prayed or felt differently towards other 

believers within the church since last week’s exercises. 

 

 

 On Sunday we were privileged to have Dr Nabil Costa with us. What 

personal application did you take away from what he shared with us? 

 

 
 

Shaped by Jesus: loving our neighbours as ourselves 
One of the central ideas for how Jesus-followers are to live is the idea of loving 

our neighbour as ourselves. This so called “golden rule” expressed in Matthew 

7:12 is the greatest commandment (see Matthew 22:36-40) and is the fulfilment 

of the entire Old Testament law (see Romans 13:8-10). 

 When you think of ‘loving your neighbour as yourself’ what sorts of things 

come to mind? 

 

 
 

In the Scriptures there is a clear connection between taking care of the poor, 

refugees, orphans and widows and what is considered true fasting, true religion, 

even true Christianity. See Isaiah 58:6-10, James 1:27 & 1 John 3:17-18. 

 Do you feel the same heart for the plight of the needy that God clearly 

demonstrates in the Bible?   



 

 How can you practically engage your heart with the needs of others 

around us in our world today? 

 

 
 

Read Matthew 25:34-40 from Jesus’ parable of the sheep and the goats.   

 Are your eyes open to the needs of your neighbours (both local & global)? 

 

 

 We have over 600 people who regularly attend PBC. What might it look 

like if every single person lived this out everyday?  

 

 
 

Addressing our inner resistance 
We live in a world of urgent spiritual and physical need, and each of us has an 

enormous capacity to respond and make a difference by loving our neighbours 

as ourselves.  

Read the beginning and end to Jesus’ parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 

10:25-29, 36-37). The expert in the law’s question seems to be an attempt to 

minimise who is considered his neighbour. It stems from the prevalent false 

narrative that ‘they are not my responsibility’. 

 What might cause someone to adopt that false narrative? 

 

 
 

 What have you found personally helpful to live with an empathetic heart 

toward others in our world? 

 

 
 



 

Sometimes it is not a matter of hard-heartedness that keeps us from loving our 

neighbours as ourselves. Sometimes we can be overwhelmed by the enormity 

of the needs, or don’t know where or how to begin. 

 What have you done that was helpful in overcoming those so you could 

take real steps toward making a difference in the lives of our neighbours? 

 

 
 

Choosing to live: loving our neighbours as ourselves 
Galatians 6:9-10 reminds us: 

Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap 

a harvest if we do not give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us 

do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of 

believers. 

Finish your time together by engaging in one of the following exercises (or 

both if time permits). 

 

 

Exercise: prayer as a means of sowing compassion into our hearts 

Close by spending some time together in smaller groups of 2-4, believing that as 

we pray our prayers change things in our world and also help to change us. 

1) Pray that God would give us a heart of compassion for others in our world.   

 

 

2) Pray for those in need (e.g. for those without homes, food, safety, clean 

drinking water. For those who are lonely, sick, sad in our community). 

 

 

3) Pray that God would guide us to a need that we can do something 

about. 

 



 

Challenge: choose a need, start somewhere, do something 

There is no shortage of opportunities for us to be loving our neighbours. This 

week, select one specific need in our world today and start there. Research it, 

pray about it, give towards it and allow God to shape your heart as you do. Share 

with the group what specific issue you’ll look into and come ready to next week 

share what you learned and how you responded. 

If you’re stuck for ideas, some options could be: 

- The practice of modern slavery 

- The needs of recently resettled refugees in Australia 

- Domestic and gender-based violence in our community 

- East African hunger crisis 

- The importance of having access to clean water  

- A current refugee crisis (like Syria or Myanmar-Bangladesh) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Memory Verse: 

Galatians 6:9-10 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time 

we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, 

let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of 

believers.  



Discussion Q’s                Learning to love unselfishly 

We are already into the second half of our intensive series as a church, and we 

trust that you have been growing in your choice to love like Jesus. This week we 

examine how loving like Jesus is to love unselfishly.   

 

Growing Together 

Returning to our simple practices that we are practicing every day; 

 What impact are you seeing your daily prayers and awareness of 

opportunities (to meaningfully connect and respond in love) have in your 

life? 

 

 

 Did anyone follow through with the needs of our world exercise from last 

week? If so, what need did you choose and how have you responded?   

 

 
 

Shaped by Jesus: learning to love unselfishly  
Jesus was a servant. He lived for the good of others. In the kingdom of this world, 

greatness is defined by power. The one who is served is greater than the one 

who serves. Jesus reversed this notion of greatness “For who is greater, the one 

who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who is at the table? 

But I am among you as one who serves” (Luke 22:27; see Mark 10:42-45). 

 When it comes to our attitude toward serving others, how does living 

from a Kingdom of God narrative differ from worldly kingdom norms? 

 

 

 How do you navigate the tension between these two strong opposing 

narratives as a follower of Jesus? 

 

 



 

Read together Philippians 2:3-8. 

 When you think of the ways that you have received Jesus’ humble, 

unselfish love, how does that shift your attitudes toward serving others? 

 

 

 What are some further ways that you could put Jesus’ example into 

practice in your family? Your work place? Your community? Our church? 

 

 
 

Addressing our inner resistance 
Our desire to learn to love unselfishly like Jesus can face some tough opposition 

from the very instinctive false narrative that “my needs matter most”.  

 What happens in our relationships with others when we adopt this 

narrative? 

 

 

 While being protective and focused on ourselves and our immediate circle 

of friends and family can be natural, it can also become a stronghold that 

keeps us from loving and serving others unselfishly. What is the role of 

surrender in growing in unselfish love for you? 

 

 

 Communities (even local churches) can adopt this narrative too! How can 

we make sure at PBC that we continue to embrace an unselfish Kingdom 

of God and community-serving perspective? 

 

 
 

 



 

In our individualistic, consumeristic society it is normal to engage in community 

with the false narrative that: “the community serves my needs”. Such a narrative 

can keep people being passive consumers who are quick to criticize and slow to 

contribute when things don’t go the way they would like them to.  

 That sounds decidedly un-Jesus-like, so what have you found helpful in 

shifting your perspective on the way you engage in community? 

 

 
 

Choosing to live: loving unselfishly  
Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-7, Galatians 5:13 and Ephesians 5:21. 

We are called to humbly serve others in love. Close your time together by 

engaging with one of the following exercises (or both if time permits). 

 

 
 

Exercise: recognising and praising unselfish hearts 

There is something powerful about having a tangible example to look up to, a 

personal example to imitate. When we allow ourselves to recognise and respect 

Jesus-shaped virtues in others, it helps our heart desire Kingdom values. 

- Reflect on who you look up to in this area of unselfishly loving and serving 

others. Then take the time to write them a note (or email) of thanks, 

sharing how much you value their example in this area. 

 

 

- As you do, be aware of how the Holy Spirit is shaping your desire to be 

more like them in this area of your life, and make a note of any specific 

ways you feel led to live that out in the coming week. 

 

 
 

 



Exercise: Put yourself in their shoes 

You are probably aware of current relationships, communities or situations 

where you are withholding love and service. You may be holding onto your 

pride, your rights or your past hurts; maybe you have even started to resent the 

person or group you are finding it hard to love.  

- Spend time in genuinely putting yourself in their shoes.  

(How might they experience relationship with you being on the receiving 

end? How might they feel? What else might be going on in their lives? 

What could help them, support them, encourage them, bless them? What 

might they want from you? How might they be misunderstood by you?) 

 

 

- As you put yourself in their shoes, do you feel your heart soften toward 

them? Is there anything the Holy Spirit is prompting you to do differently 

in your interaction with them this week? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Memory Verse: 

Philippians 2:3-4 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in 

humility value others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but 

each of you to the interests of the others.  



Discussion Q’s               Learning to love generously 

As we draw close to the end of our intensive ‘Will I love my community?’ we pray 

that you continue to engage and allow the Holy Spirit to shape your heart and 

behaviour in this area of your life. This week we look at the particular 

characteristic of generosity as an integral part of a Jesus-shaped way of love. 

 

Growing Together 

Every week is another chance to put into practice our desire to love others well.  

 How have you been living this out differently compared to five weeks ago? 

 

 

 Was there anything that you resolved to do coming out of Travis’ message 

on Sunday? 

 

 
 

Shaped by Jesus: learning to love generously  
In our intensive ‘Who is the God I know?’ we spent an entire week looking at the 

generosity of God displayed towards us through Jesus.  Remind yourself afresh 

by reading Luke 15:20-24, Ephesians 2:6-9, 1 Peter 1:3-5. 

 When you think of the unearned generosity that God has towards you, 

what affect does it have on you and the way you wish to live in response? 

 

 

 What are some instances you have seen of human generosity that have 

made a real impact on the person or community receiving it? 

 

 

 

 



 
 

A great example of generosity within the early church was the generosity of the 

Macedonian believers. Read of it in 2 Corinthians 8:1-7 and then Paul’s follow 

up instructions to the Corinthian believers in 2 Corinthians 9:6-8. 

 Have you ever thought of generosity as an ‘act of grace’ (2 Cor 8:6)? 

Would seeing generosity as an act of grace change anything about the way 

you approach being generous? 

 

 
 

 Obviously generosity goes far beyond financial generosity in this instance, 

so what are other ways we can engage in generous love toward others? 

 

 
 

Jesus tells an uncomfortable parable in Luke 16:19-26. A worldly narrative says 

that we only have one life so we should spend it on ourselves. Jesus flips this, 

reminding us that we only have one life in order to love generously. 

 How do you go about keeping an eternal and Kingdom perspective when 

it comes to stewarding our time and resources? 

 

 

 What does your current level of generosity toward others reveal about 

your heart?  

 

 
 

Addressing our inner resistance 
No one wants to be known as a stingy, tight-fisted person – be that with their 

time, praise, forgiveness, money or hospitality. Yet as we think of the Jesus-

shaped life of generosity, we can start to fear what it might cost us. That fear 

stems from the false narratives of judgment, scarcity and entitlement.  

 



 
 

How does each of the following false narratives affect a person’s willingness and 

likelihood of living a life marked by generous love? 

 Judgement (I can justify not being generous to you based on a judgment I 

have made about you being unworthy of my generosity) 

 

 Scarcity (I don’t have enough to be generous) 

 

 Entitlement (what I have is mine to use purely for my own pleasure) 

 

 
 

What have you found helpful in choosing to live the Kingdom of God narratives 

instead of those false narratives? 

 

 
 

Choosing to live: loving generously  
In Acts 20:15 Paul encourages the Ephesian believers to remember ‘the words 

the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”  

Once again choose one (or both if time permits) of the following exercises to 

close the rest of the group time. 

 

Exercise: breaking the entitlement monster 

Many of us have grown up in a culture that celebrates our right to many things, 

and it has created an entitlement monster inside us. Since we feel we are 

entitled to this, that or the other we often focus on those things instead of what 

we can give, share, contribute or how we can generously love others. 

- Make a list of things you have (possession, relationship, opportunities 

etc) that others you know would love to have but don’t. 

 

 



 

- As you write, allow a deep sense of gratitude coupled with “I don’t 

deserve these” humility to settle in your spirit.  

 

- Take note of any ways you feel God leading to you specifically be generous 

towards others that flows from this place of gratitude. 

 

 
 

Exercise: creating margin for generosity 

Learning to love generously can be as simple as taking small planned steps each 

week towards living a generous life.   

- TIME: Where in your week can you free some time margin to give time to 

another (who you wouldn’t normally give to)? 

(Ideas: skip the gym, record your favourite tv show, go to work early to 

finish early, use a lunch break etc). 

 
 

- MONEY: Choose not to spend money on a dispensable item this week and 

instead use that money to bless someone outside of your immediate 

friendship or family circle (ideas: don’t eat out, no new items etc). 

 
 

- PERSONHOOD: Often we rush into uni, work or church and miss the 

opportunities for meaningful connection. Ahead of time, intentionally 

choose a meaningful question you want to ask someone, or choose 

someone to ask to pray for, or prepare an encouragement for someone. 

 
 
 

Memory Verse: 

2 Corinthians 8:1-2 And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about 

the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches. In the midst of a very 

severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich 

generosity.   



Discussion Q’s              Learning to love missionally 

Welcome to our final week of our ‘Will I love my community?’ intensive. To 

finish, we consider the specific impact of loving those yet to respond to the 

Gospel message. 

 

Growing Together 

It is has been a significant six weeks in the life of our church, looking at such a 

core way that we live as disciples of Jesus.  

 Out of all the topics, exercises and messages what one or two things have 

stood out to you the most? 

 

 

 What core convictions or behaviours do you want to flow on from these 

six weeks together? 

 

 
 

Shaped by Jesus: learning to love missionally  
The final words of Jesus to his disciples before his ascension was that they would 

be a Spirit-empowered community whose lives would bear witness to good 

news of Jesus (Acts 1:8). As we’ve worked through our series ‘Will I love my 

community?’ it is hopefully apparent that living such a Jesus-shaped life of love 

would be distinctive and noticeable; giving rise to opportunities to share why we 

love distinctly. 

 Share your experiences of the ways that not-yet-believers have 

responded to how you live and love differently because of your walk with 

Jesus. 

 

 

 Who are the people or where are the places that your life is most visible 

to not-yet-believers at the moment? 

 



 

The Scriptures describe the expected missional impact of our lives many ways. 

See Psalm 96:1-4, Matthew 5:14-16, John 20:21, Acts 1:8, 2 Corinthians 5:18-20. 

 Of those pictures (those who declare, those who are light, those who are 

sent, those who are witnesses, those who are ambassadors) which 

particularly resonates with you and why? 

 

 
 

Read together 1 Corinthians 10:31-33.  In the context of interactions with non-

believers, Paul urges the Corinthian church to do everything for the glory of God, 

and reveals his heart to see others saved. 

 Do you find it natural to have the same intentionality in your interactions 

with not-yet-believers? If so, share what you do in those settings that flow 

from your desire for God to be glorified and them to be saved? 

 

 

 How strongly do you feel the loving priority to seek the good of many 

outside the faith so that they may be saved? 

 

 
 

Addressing our inner resistance 
Of course we long to see those unsaved in our lives come to salvation, yet 

sometimes we can hope that God will send someone else to do the heavy lifting. 

We can experience all manner of negative self-talk, thinking such things as: 

God can’t use me. I’m not eloquent enough. That is someone else’s gift. I might 

damage the relationship. I might lose their respect. What if I stuff it up somehow 

 Think of times when you had an opening to share something of your own 

personal faith in Jesus but shrunk back from doing so. Why did you?  

 



 

It can be daunting to think of loving missionally when the picture we conjure up 

is of a verbal Gospel monologue complete with apologetics and call to salvation. 

1 Corinthians 1:6-9 provides a nice real-life counterpoint to that way of thinking. 

 How is thinking of ourselves as sowers and waterers (while God is at work) 

an empowering understanding of loving missionally?  

 

 

 Given that many come to faith through the consistent loving witness in 

the context of relationships, how can you be aware of and open to regular 

little ways to sow and water Gospel seeds in the lives of others? 

 

 

 What might be some simple ways you could do this? 

 

 
 

Choosing to live: loving missionally  
To round out tonight’s discussion and the whole series, engage with one of the 

following exercises (or both if time permits). 

 

Exercise: Praying Scripture 

We pray for the things that are important to us. As we pray, prayer also shapes 

what we hold to be important. Spend time together praying from Scripture into 

this area of loving missionally. 

- Matthew 9:36-38 (thank God that the harvest is plentiful & ask God to 

send out workers into his harvest field) 

 

- 1 Corinthians 1:6-7 (pray for opportunities to sow and water Gospel seeds. 

Pray for the growth that God brings in the lives of those who need Him) 

 



 

- Ephesians 6:19-20 (pray for God to give us the words to fearlessly make 

known the Gospel) 

 

- Acts 4:29-30 (pray for boldness and for signs and wonders in witness) 

 

 
 

Exercise: practice as preparation 

1 Peter 3:15-16 reminds us to ‘always be prepared to give an answer to everyone 

who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.’ Oftentimes though, 

when an opportunity comes our way we can be caught off-guard and give a 

really weak answer. So let’s practice our answer ahead of time! 

- Think of an example or two where your faith would cause you to have an 

element of hope that nonbelievers might not expect or understand.  

o eg. Hope in the midst of a tough circumstance; a strained 

relationship; when a loved one passes away etc 

 

 

- Imagine a not-yet-believer asked you about it. Practice giving one another 

an answer for why that is. (You can try multiple ways of answering). 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Memory Verse: 

1 Corinthians 10:31-33 So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all 

for the glory of God. Do not cause anyone to stumble, whether Jews, Greeks or 

the church of God— even as I try to please everyone in every way. For I am not 

seeking my own good but the good of many, so that they may be saved.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for being a part of our series ‘Will I love my 

community?’ 

 

We pray that you have been inspired, challenged and 

empowered to increasingly let your life speak of Jesus and what 

it means to belong to His Kingdom.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


