
Kathy & Steve’s Sabbatical
Thursday 19 July – Sunday 18 November 2018

Kathy and Steve Bates will be on sabbatical between those dates. 
The purpose is twofold:

1.  To set aside a good amount of time for rest and refreshment;   
 and
2. To devote time to research some of the dynamics and 
 strategies of healthy, numerically large Australian churches. 
 They have selected churches they believe possess strengths 
 that PBC can learn from. They are looking forward to not only 
 attending a Sunday service, but also observing different 
 ministries, leadership meetings and being able to meet with 
 senior pastors to explore how they are approaching different 
 ways of doing ministry and continuing to grow as a church.

Their itinerary goes roughly like this:

   19 – 31 July Visiting churches, interviewing pastors, 
   leadership meetings in Sydney. (Such as Georges  
   River Life Church, Thornleigh Baptist, Narara Valley 
   Baptist, MBM, Carlingford CCC + others).

   3-12 August Visiting churches, interviewing pastors, 
   leadership meetings in Brisbane
   (Riverlife Baptist, followed by Bridgeman Baptist, 
   finishing in Gateway Baptist).

   21 Aug – 30 Sep Visiting family in Estonia, travelling through 
   Slovenia and Italy.

   1 - 14 October Back in Sydney.

   15 – 28 October Visiting churches, interviewing pastors, leadership
   meetings in Melbourne. (Churches and meetings  
   still to be finalised).

   29 Oct – 18 Nov Back in Sydney.

While Kathy & Steve are away….
Travis Ryan will be Acting Team Leader and will have pastoral 
oversight of our Sunday services. Leadership matters can also be 
directed to Travis.

Lionel & Jo-Anne Berthelsen will provide additional pastoral support. 
They will be available on Sunday mornings and will alternate their 
time in the church office on Mondays and Tuesdays. Pastoral matters 
can be directed to Lionel & Jo-Anne.

Steve and 
Kathy are 

looking 
forward to 

having time 
to pray and 

ponder over 
the things 

they learn as 
they discern 

ways that 
the Lord 

might have 
PBC grow in 

the future. 

They would 
greatly value 

your prayer 
during their 
Sabbatical 

and will miss 
worshipping 

with their 
PBC family!


