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The year in review
We commenced 2019 with
the conviction that our
primary calling as a church
is to see Jesus transform
lives. That transformation
could be a first-time
commitment to Christ, a
re-ignition of faith, or the
restoration of something
significant. We highlighted
the importance of prayer,
and many of us have been
ASKing Jesus to transform
our lives and the lives of
others throughout this
year.
The pastoral team have
been listening for stories
of spiritual transformation
and so far this year we
have heard and celebrated
the stories of 22 first-time
commitments to Jesus,
and a further 46 stories
of significant re-ignition
of faith or restoration. We
have also celebrated 8
baptisms this year. Every
life that has been touched
is an answer to prayer.

Some other highlights of
the year included:

• The Lindy Chamberlain
women’s event where
many unchurched friends
and family were invited;
and

• The youth camp, where
many young people made
the commitment to stand on
• The celebration
Christ as the foundation of
of HOVC’s 10-year
their identity;
anniversary, with a team
• The kids holiday program
from PBC delivering a
where 160 children heard
gift of $30,000 for solar
the good news of Jesus from panels and lighting for
a small army of volunteer
each of the sponsor
leaders, including many
children’s homes.
leaders from among our
young people;

..........................

“There is
much to
celebrate.
We give
thanks to
everyone...”

..........................

There are also our regular
weekly ministries that have
done a brilliant job serving
both the PBC family and
many community contacts.
This year our regular
ministries had face to
face contact with about
1,430 people, of which we
estimate that 1,000 are notyet Christians!

Within the church, many
were spiritually impacted
by our short courses. These
included Life in the Spirit,
the Heart of Man, the
Blessings Course, Alpha and
Growing in Effective Prayer.
There is much to celebrate.
We give thanks to everyone
who prayed, served, gave
and participated in what
God was doing. He is to be
praised!!
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Looking to the future
The 1st
vision
picture

Without taking anything
away from our celebration
of this year, we believe that
there is potential for so many
more lives to be transformed.
In addition to the 1,000 notyet Christians that we have
contact with through our
ministries, there are many
thousands more through our
workplaces, neighbourhoods,
families and friendship
groups. Of the 22 first-time
commitments to Jesus this
year, we are only aware
of one adult among that
number. Her story of coming
to faith was in the context of
a friendship, where a believer
came alongside her to read
the Bible and explore faith
together.
Her story highlights our
conviction that whilst
ministries and programs
are an excellent point of
connection and expression
of Jesus’ love to others, that
for a not-yet Christian to
become a disciple of Jesus,
a relational approach to
sharing faith is essential.
This is where our first vision
picture comes in:

We want to see a
growing culture of
relational disciplemaking
Our understanding of
this vision picture is:
• Disciple-making begins
before a person comes to
Christ. It sees them commit
to Christ, growing in Him
and in turn, making further
disciples.
• It goes beyond an
occasional faith conversation.
It is an ongoing relationship
that helps a person explore
Jesus and his claims.
• It is relational in nature, not
relying on programs alone
to do the work of disciplemaking.
• Making disciples includes
helping people grow to
maturity in Christ.
• The end point is not a
commitment to Christ. It is
seeing a disciple go on to
bring others to Christ and
help them grow to maturity.

.................................................

“There is nothing better
than seeing someone who
doesn’t yet know Jesus
become a disciple!”
.................................................
Crossway Baptist Church in Melbourne
have been endeavouring to build a
disciple making culture for the past
10 years. They conducted worldwide
research, looking at places that are
highly effective in making disciples.
They then refined what it could look
like in an Australian context and began
practicing it themselves. Then they
began coaching other churches.
A few years on, the results are
encouraging. On average, for every
100 people in Australia who attend
church, there is 1 person who will make
a first-time commitment to Jesus. At
Crossway Baptist, they are seeing 10
first-time commitments for every 100
who attend their church! And at some
churches they are coaching, they are
seeing 30 first-time commitments for
every 100 people who attend!!
In 2020, the PBC pastoral team will
be coached by Crossway in what they
have learned. It is called Building a

Discipleship Culture and involves us
committing to personal practices of
disciple-making. We will then coach
others at PBC, endeavouring to make
disciple-making do-able for people of
all ages and stages of faith.
Our church-wide theme in 2020 is
being light and salt with a focus on
strengthening the relationships that
we have with our not-yet Christian
friends, that we might make Jesus
known.
As a pastoral team, we recognise that
this will be a challenge for us. Our
invitation is to learn and grow with
us. We are excited about it and we
are convinced that Jesus is calling us
as His church to become relational
disciple makers. There is nothing
better than seeing someone who
doesn’t yet know Jesus become a
disciple!
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Looking to the future
The 2nd
vision
picture

Background
On the whole, PBC is a
strong, healthy and growing
church. We don’t take that
for granted. When asked,
the diaconate identified
some of the PBC’s strengths
as being a safe and healing
community; having a
positive presence in our
community; with Spirit-led
leadership and excellent
ministries, a place that is
generous; and a place that
is relationally healthy.
PBC is not perfect, but the
Lord is doing great things
among us. However, there
is a limit to how much more
we are able to physically
grow on this campus. This
leads us to our second
vision picture.

We see PBC
becoming a
relational network of
healthy campuses

PBC

Our desire is:
• That PBC’s strengths and
healthy DNA be replicated.
• That our missional
influence be expanded.
• That we pursue additional
campuses as the Holy Spirit
leads.
• That we will create
capacity for PBC to keep
growing.

Our understanding of this
vision picture is:
• That PBC would meet on multiple
campuses, but with one vision &
mission, shared values and some
shared resources.
• That the strengths and PBC’s
healthy DNA will be replicated
in new campuses reaching new
neighbourhoods.
• That there would be campus-specific
pastors as well as some shared staff
expertise across campuses.
• That there would be additional
campuses running Sunday services
and replicating excellent programs,
prayer ministry etc, together with this
culture of relational disciple-making.

.................................................

“This is a time for prayer
and discernment for the
whole church.”

.................................................
As to when this will happen, the short
answer is that we don’t know yet. We
don’t want to pursue campuses for
the sake of having more campuses.
This is a time for prayer and
discernment for the whole church.

And we desire to be responsive to
the Holy Spirit’s leading and His
timing. Over the next 6 months the
leadership will research further
what this network of healthy
churches could look like. We have
already been listening to other
churches who have undertaken
this, but it’s still early days.
For now, would you join us in
praying for this and for the
future that God has in store for
Parramatta Baptist. We welcome
not only your prayer but ask
that you listen and discern what
the Lord may be saying to you
regarding this and share with us
what you are sensing.
May all that we do bring glory
to God and allow more and more
people hear the good news of Jesus
Christ.
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