
A Devotional Guide Through 1 Peter

Unmistakable



Why 1 Peter?
The letter of 1 Peter was written to Christians who were living in an environment 

that was not supportive of the Christian faith. The Roman Empire viewed 
Christianity as a threat and so the Christians of that day were struggling with how 

to remain faithful to Christ when their faith brought persecution and rejection. 
As we seek to be salt and light, one of the realities today is that our beliefs and 

values often clash with the world around us. As a result, we face many of the same 
questions and issues that 1 Peter’s original audience faced as we seek to live our 

faith.  In this short yet powerful letter there is Godly wisdom that will help us shine 
the light of Christ brightly in today’s world. 

How to use this guide
The guide is divided into six distinct weeks, with the individual devotions each 

week slowing unpacking the passage leading into Sunday’s message. There 
are 5 or 6 devotions each week (giving you some catch up days if needed). We 
encourage you to dwell on each Scripture passage and reflect on what the Lord 

might be saying to you, before reading the further reflection. 

x
We pray that this will be a rich time as we 

spend time in 1 Peter together.



Reflections for the week beginning Monday 11th May

Unmistakable Hope

Day 1
 
Bible reading 1 Peter 1:1-2 

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ,
To God’s elect, exiles scattered throughout the provinces of Pontus, 
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, who have been chosen according 
to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of 
the Spirit, to be obedient to Jesus Christ and sprinkled with his blood:
Grace and peace be yours in abundance.

Pause to reflect:
 • What is the Lord drawing to your attention in these verses?

 • What might He be wanting you to take hold of?



Day 1 - A further reflection

According to this passage, Christians are exiles. They are strangers 
in the world, not because of their nationality, but because of their 
obedience to the call of Christ.  And unlike those who are exiles 
because of their ethnic backgrounds, the Christians addressed in 

1 Peter could have ceased being exiles simply by blending in with 
the larger population.  All they had to do was act and talk like 

everybody else. That is a temptation that many of us deal with. Christ 
calls us to live by different values and moral standards than the rest of 

the world, but that can be challenging. 

We don’t like being treated differently, being excluded or standing 
out as different.  Like everybody else, we want to fit in with our 

friends, neighbours, and co-workers.  
So, we can find ourselves facing the temptation to compromise our 

calling and values for the short-term pleasure of fitting in. 

Every Christian has to come to grips with the fact that following 
Christ will cause us to be a “stranger in the world” and it will, at 

times, make us feel as though we are an “exile”.



Day 1 - A moment of honesty

What is more important to me - 
the approval of God or the approval of others? 

Express your desire to the Lord going forward 
and confess any wrong desires that place the approval of others 

above the approval of God.

x



Reflections for the week beginning Monday 11th May

Unmistakable Hope

Day 2 
Bible reading 1 Peter 1:3-5

Praise to God for a Living Hope
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great 
mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never 
perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, who 
through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation 
that is ready to be revealed in the last time.

Pause to reflect:
 • What is the Lord drawing to your attention in these verses?

 • What might He be wanting you to take hold of?



Day 2 - A further reflection

We have a living hope, because our hope is in Jesus Christ!  
No matter what circumstances we are facing, no matter what 
tests we may be enduring, no matter how afraid of the future 
we are, there is always hope. And that is because our hope is 
not tied to anything associated with this world.  Our hope is 

connected to the resurrection of Jesus Christ, the inheritance of 
God’s Kingdom, and the salvation “that is ready to be revealed 

in the last time.” 

There is one more thing mentioned in this passage that ought 
to fill us with hope today: We are shielded by God’s power 

according to v.5. So, when doubts or discouragement threaten 
to overcome us, we can lean into our hope in God with 

confidence that his power will shield us. 



Day 2 - A moment of honesty

Think of one thing you are facing today that the living hope 
of Christ puts a new perspective on.  

Spend a few minutes in prayer about it and ask God 
to fill you with his Holy Spirit and with the knowledge that you are 

shielded by his power. 

x



Reflections for the week beginning Monday 11th May

Unmistakable Hope

Day 3
Bible reading 1 Peter 1:6

In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have 
had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials.

Pause to reflect:
 • What is the Lord drawing to your attention in this verse?

 • What might He be wanting you to take hold of?



Day 3 - A further reflection

For Peter, suffering (or trials) is the means by which the quality 
of the Christians’ faith can shine all the more.  

This is a theme that he will develop throughout his letter. 

Peter’s view of trials can be challenging to adopt, 
but just imagine the results if you did.  What would happen if you 

viewed your trials as great opportunities to shine the light of Christ, 
instead of focussing on hardship, unfairness or grief caused 

by your trials?  

How much less anxious would you be if you were confident that 
your trials were simply a season of life that will pass?  How much 
more joy would you have if you thought more about the glory of 

heaven and less about the difficulty of your circumstances?  



Day 3 - a moment of honesty

What is the particular trial that you currently face? 
Complete these two sentences: 

1. I have the opportunity to shine the light of 
Christ through this trial by….

2. During this trial I will keep my eyes on Christ by…. 

x



Reflections for the week beginning Monday 11th May

Unmistakable Hope

Day 4
Bible reading 1 Peter 1:7-9

These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater 
worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result 
in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. Though you have 
not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you 
believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you 
are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

Pause to reflect:
 • What is the Lord drawing to your attention in these verses?

 • What might He be wanting you to take hold of?



Day 4 - A further reflection

Yesterday, we saw that Peter sees trials as opportunities to shine 
light on our faith and make it visible.  

Today, we see that Peter also sees trials as opportunities to 
grow our faith.  Trials have a way of revealing where we are 
seeking our confidence or comfort from lesser things. In the 
midst of trials, God calls us to redirect our trust back to Him, 

which strengthens our faith in Him. 



Day 4 - A moment of honesty

Recall a past trial that God brought you through… 

How did that experience grow your faith in Him? 

Ask God to grow your faith in your current trial, 
as He was able to do in the past.  

x



Reflections for the week beginning Monday 11th May

Unmistakable Hope

Day 5
Bible reading 1 Peter 1:10-12

Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was 
to come to you, searched intently and with the greatest care, trying to find 
out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was 
pointing when he predicted the sufferings of the Messiah and the glories 
that would follow. It was revealed to them that they were not serving 
themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that have now been 
told you by those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit 
sent from heaven. Even angels long to look into these things.

Pause to reflect:
 • What is the Lord drawing to your attention in these verses?

 • What might He be wanting you to take hold of?



Day 5 - A further reflection

While there is much to consider in this passage, there is one phrase that 

stands out to me above all others: “they were not serving themselves but 

you.”  That phrase speaks to the purpose and mindset of the prophets.  

Regarding purpose, God was working through them to inform others about 

the salvation that he offers.  Regarding mindset, the prophets were not 

preaching the Word of God for their own glory or gain; rather, they were 

sincerely seeking to help others be reconciled to God. 

That phrase also stands in contrast to the prevailing attitude of today’s 

culture, which is a “me-first” attitude.  So many people seek to serve 

themselves above others. But this is not an attitude that should be adopted 

by Christ-followers since it does not reflect the character of the One who 

“came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as 

a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45). 

As Christians we, like the prophets of old, speak the Word of God to others 

through our speech, our attitudes, and our actions.  Let us do so in a way 

that causes others to say about us: “they were not serving themselves…” ! 



Day 5 - A moment of honesty

Have I been more “me-centred” 
or “others-centred” recently? 

How might I serve another in an unexpected way today? 

x


