
Week 3 - Devotional Guide Through 1 Peter

Unmistakable



Reflections for the week beginning Monday 25th May

Unmistakable Relationships

Day 1
Bible reading 1 Peter 2:13-15

Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human authority: whether 
to the emperor, as the supreme authority, or to governors, who are sent by 
him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right. 
For it is God’s will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk 
of foolish people.

Pause to reflect:
 • What is the Lord drawing to your attention in this verse?

 • What might He be wanting you to take hold of?



Day 1 - A further reflection

This passage presents a real test for how Christians respond to 
authorities and those who govern us.  Peter urges his readers to 
live according to the laws of their land and to submit to the civil 

authorities.  The basis for Peter’s rationale is that is for “the Lord’s 
sake.”  Everything a Christ-follower does, is for the sake of the Lord 

and the expansion of His Kingdom.  

According to Peter, critics of Christianity are silenced by the sincere 
demonstration of the Christian faith that respects those in authority. 



Day 1 - A moment of honesty

What does your attitude and things that you say about our 
government and other authorities, say about your faith to those who 

don’t know Jesus?

Repent of any wrong attitudes and pray for our prime minister, 
our government and all in authority.

x



Reflections for the week beginning Monday 25th May

Unmistakable Relationships

Day 2
Bible reading 1 Peter 2:16

Live as free people, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; 
live as God’s slaves.

Pause to reflect:
 • What is the Lord drawing to your attention in these verses?

 • What might He be wanting you to take hold of?



Day 2 - A further reflection

We often define freedom as the ability to do whatever we want, 
whenever we want, however we want. Following Christ changes 
how we view freedom.  The kind of freedom that Peter is talking 

about in this verse is the spiritual freedom we have in Christ.  

In Christ, we are free to choose Him, not out of obligation but 
out of love.  We are free to live for Him because of our gratitude 

for what He has done, instead of relating to Him on the basis 
of law.  But this kind of freedom should never be used to mask 
evil or to cover up our selfish agendas.  We are to always live as 
genuine servants of God who sincerely seek the things of God. 



Day 2 - A moment of honesty

To what extent is your faith driven by duty 
(should and oughts) versus freedom that is expressed in 
obedience to Christ that born out of gratitude to Him? 

Declare your desire to live from the latter.

x



Reflections for the week beginning Monday 25th May

Unmistakable Relationships

Day 3
Bible reading 1 Peter 2:17

Show proper respect to everyone, love the family of believers, 
fear God, honor the emperor.

Pause to reflect:
 • What is the Lord drawing to your attention in these verses?

 • What might He be wanting you to take hold of?



Day 3 - A further reflection

We live in a society that is experiencing a decline in respect.  We 
see it in the media and social media, in our workplaces and so many 
other places. People are critiqued and spoken ill of and treated in 
a way that devalues, manipulates, divides, and discards them.  The 
right to express our opinion seems to trump the right for a person 

to be respected and treated well. 

Peter calls us to be counter-cultural by showing “proper respect 
for everyone.”  Respect is esteeming or attributing a sense of the 
worth or excellence to a person. This was how Jesus treated us. 

In fact, he attributed so much worth to us that he was prepared to 
die for us. As disciples of Christ, we must exhibit the same attitude.  
Not just to people who are worthy of our respect, but to all people, 

because all people are made in God’s image.



Day 3 - A moment of honesty

Allow the Lord to bring to light any people that you fail to show 
‘proper respect’ to. 

Confess and ask God to renew your attitude.

x



Reflections for the week beginning Monday 25th May

Unmistakable Relationships

Day 4
Bible reading 1 Peter 3:1-2

Wives, in the same way submit yourselves to your own husbands so that, 
if any of them do not believe the word, they may be won over without 
words by the behavior of their wives, when they see the purity and 
reverence of your lives.

Pause to reflect:

 • What is the Lord drawing to your attention in these verses?

 • What might He be wanting you to take hold of?



Day 4 - A further reflection

Peter continues to apply the Christian ethic to real-life 
situations. Here, Peter entertains the question, “What should 
a wife who has converted to Christ do if her husband isn’t a 
believer?” Peter’s answer is noteworthy because he assumes 

that a non-believer can be won over to Christ through the 
conduct of a believer.  This assumption is based on the fact 

that a changed life speaks loudly and clearly, which is why Peter 
says that the best approach for a woman who is married to an 
unbelieving husband is loving service that demonstrates the 

kind of self-giving love that Christ displayed. 

Each of us is surrounded by people who are either sceptical of 
the Christian faith or simply don’t believe in Christ.  And the 

best strategy for influencing those people for Christ is to exhibit 
respectful and pure conduct that mirrors the holiness of Christ.  

As the old saying goes, “Actions speak much louder than 
words.” 



Day 4 - A moment of honesty

Think of a person you know who is not yet a Christian.  
Think of some specific ways you can exhibit respectful and pure 

conduct toward them.

x



Reflections for the week beginning Monday 25th May

Unmistakable Relationships

Day 5
Bible reading 1 Peter 3:7

Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and 
treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the 
gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers.

Pause to reflect:
 • What is the Lord drawing to your attention in these verses?

 • What might He be wanting you to take hold of?



Day 5 - A further reflection

The statement about wives being “weaker” than husbands is most likely a 

reference to physical strength, which makes sense when placed in 1 Peter’s 

original context.  To a culture that prized physical strength and even judged 

a person’s worth by physical strength, the assertion that a woman is an 

equal partner to a man is a stunning example of just how counter-cultural 

God’s new reality is.  God evaluates a person’s worth by a different set 

of standards than the world.  God also breaks down the walls of division 

that the world builds up by throwing open the doors of his kingdom to all 

people, regardless of gender, status and ethnicity. As the people of God, we 

should be treating people according to God’s standards instead of worldly 

standards.  This is how we partner with God in making his will “done on 

earth as it is in heaven.”  And what better place to start than in the home? 

In this verse, Peter also provides a stark reality-check for husbands by 

reminding them that the way they treat their wives says more about their 

faith in God than they may realize because it impacts their connection to 

God by hindering their prayers.  God responds to those 

who treat their wives well. 



Day 5 - A moment of honesty

Does the way you treat people reflect the way that God has treated you? 

Ask God to renew your love and grace especially 

toward those who you struggle with.

x



Reflections for the week beginning Monday 25th May

Unmistakable Relationships

Day 6
Bible reading 1 Peter 3:8-9

Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be 
compassionate and humble. Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. 
On the contrary, repay evil with blessing, because to this you were called 
so that you may inherit a blessing.

Pause to reflect:
 • What is the Lord drawing to your attention in these verses?

 • What might He be wanting you to take hold of?



Day 6 - A further reflection

The NIV Application Bible notes that, in verse 8, Peter lists five key 
elements that should characterise any group of believers: 

1  Harmony - pursuing the same goals; 

2  Sympathy - being responsive to others’ needs; 

3  Love - seeing and treating each other as brothers and sisters; 

4  Compassion - being affectionately sensitive and caring; and 

5  Humility - being willing to encourage one another and rejoice  
 in each other’s successes. 

When we repay the poor attitude of another with our own 
poor attitude, we are lowering the standard. Rather than respond 

in kind, we are called to be the one who brings the maturity of 
Christ to a relationship. 



Day 6 - A moment of honesty

•  Is there a person who has wronged you recently? 

•  How is God calling you to respond coming out 
of this passage?

 
•  Ask God to fill you with His grace to do what He 

is calling you to do.

x


